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RMR track re-laid as part of Welsh Water sewer scheme 
 

Volunteers from the Friends of Rhyl Miniature Railway have 
lifted then re-laid 200 yards of railway track; this work was 
successfully completed just in time for the railway to re-open 
on Good Friday. 
The works were part of Welsh Water’s £4.5m project to 
build a new sewer main between the underground storm 
relief tank at Marine Lake and the treatment works at 
Kinmel Bay.  
Welsh Water consulted with us in advance of the work and 
in January 2014 asked if they could do the work at Marine 
Lake first as this would help speed up the time it would take 
to complete the project. 
The railway work started on 1st February when the rails were 
individually marked, then lifted and transported by rail for 
storage in Central Station. A few rails were not fit for re-use 
and have been replaced; most of the lifted sleepers will be 
cut up for firewood. By 9th February all of the affected track 
had been lifted. 
The contractors provided a limestone bed on which the 
track has been reinstated, completely concealing the 710mm 
dia pipeline which now lies beneath. Re-laying commenced 
on 10th April and after a big effort over the following 
weekend only the closure rails remained to join up the 
circuit.  
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During the next few days leading up to Easter the new 
track was connected up, levelled and packed. The first 
steam trains over the new section ran on 17th April and 
on the following day, Good Friday, trains started in 
earnest operating over the new track.  
 

 

 
 

In their first week of site possession Welsh Water virtually 
completed burying the pipeline alongside the shore of Marine Lake, 
the subsoil was found to be clay. The works made quite a difference 
to the ground levels shown above. The pipeline will run from here 
underneath Network Rail’s embankment, then it will head for 

Kinmel Bay treatment works. 
 

 
 

Welsh Water invests in Rhyl to Kinmel Bay Wastewater system 
 

Dwr Cymru Welsh Water is investing £4.5 million to 
replace the existing sewerage main from Rhyl to Kinmel 
Bay. This major investment will bring key improvements 
to the wastewater system in the area and will benefit 
customers and the local environment for years to come. 
The work forms part of the £1.5 billion that Welsh 
water is investing in its water and sewerage network 
between 2010 and 2015. 
The work started in March when the first section of 
main was laid at Marine Lake. It there follows a narrow 
area of land between the railway track and nearby 
houses. From there it will go under the North Wales 
mainline railway and then under the River Clwyd passing 
from Denbighshire into Conwy and across agricultural 
fields to the wastewater treatment works at Kinmel Bay. 
The total length of the new main will be 4.2 kilometres. 
The work will also include improvements to the 
pumping stations at Marine Lake and Green Avenue. 

 
 

 

 
 



Restoration work starts on RMR locomotive Railway Queen 
 

Railway Queen is the third 4-4-2 steam locomotive built 
originally by Albert Barnes and owned now by Rhyl 
Steam Preservation Trust. The Trustees have recently 
ordered a new boiler for it similar to the one now fitted 
to Michael. Funding has been secured for this boiler but 
prior work at TRS Boilermakers means that it will not be 
delivered to us for some time yet.  
In November 2017 the ten year hydraulic test certificate 
on the boiler carried by RMR’s loco Joan will expire and 
it is not known how suitable that boiler will be for re-
tubing and further use. Therefore the Trustees hope that 
by 2017 Railway Queen will have been restored to 
operation.  
Volunteers at RMR have been working on the tender of 
Railway Queen for some time and it is seen below in its 
new livery, awaiting the fitting of a new internal water 
tank. 
Although it was built in Rhyl and has run previously at 
Marine Lake (from 1982 to 1989), Railway Queen worked 
for most of its life (from 1928 to 1977) at Belle Vue Zoo 
in Manchester. It was named after the winner of the 
Carnival and Pageant for railway employees, which took 
place at Belle Vue every year. 
 

 

It has been decided to restore Railway Queen in bright 
green livery representing its Belle Vue identity. This has 
been the subject of much discussion due to the variety 
of paint schemes that were applied the loco there, three 
of which are shown below. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Winter Overhaul for RMR locomotive Joan 
 

 

During the period since the last Friends newsletter all seven of RMR’s 
locomotives have received workshop attention at different times. The 
most work has been done to Joan. Sections of the tender platework 
were suffering from tin worm and have been replaced. The tender, 
cab and cladding were stripped back to bare metal and then repainted.  
The mechanical lubricator was dismantled and now sends steam oil 
only where it is needed rather than out of the top of the chimney also. 
 

 



 

Other RMR News 
 

Santa Specials 2013 
 

 
 

RMR’s museum was transformed into Santa’s Grotto for the 
2013 Santa season. 

 

Wizard Weekend 2014 
 

 
 

Wizard Weekend, on 24th to 26th May 2014, featured David 
Fall providing childrens’ magic shows together with other 

entertainment and dancing performances (like below). There were 
fairground rides, ice cream and a food van. 

 

 
 

The following week was a busy one for the railway, with Rhyl 
Harbour Fun Days on 30th and 31st May and then Rhyl Sprint 

Triathlon on Sunday 1st June. 
 

Award from TripAdvisor 
During June we were surprised to receive through the 
post a 2014 Winner Certificate of Excellence signifying 
that Rhyl Miniature Railway has consistently earned 
outstanding feedback from TripAdvisor travellers. This 
award is based on the quality of reviews and opinions 
that we have earned on TripAdvisor over the past year.  

Museum Grant and Accreditation 
The railway was granted Accredited Museum status in 
September 2010, and is required to submit an 
Accreditation Return by October 2014 in order for 
museum status to be maintained.  
The railway has obtained a grant of £2,520 funded by 
Welsh Government through CyMAL, and the Federation 
of Museums and Art Galleries of Wales, towards the cost 
of consultancy to assist with some of the Conservation 
Management aspects of Accreditation.  
A lot of new and updated museum documentation will 
be required to be produced behind the scenes between 
now and October, in order to demonstrate that the 
railway continues to meet the national standards required 
for Museum Accreditation.  
 

Friends Newsletter 
We regret that this issue of the Newsletter is six weeks 
late. The laying of new track, coupled in with railway 
operations and maintenance tasks such as boiler 
inspections, has made the last two months very 
demanding for our volunteer team. We would like to 
thank members of the Friends for their patience. 
 

 

  
 

RHYL STEAM PRESERVATION TRUST 
Registered Charity No 1103953 

 

Trustees: Les Hughes (Chairman), Carol Hughes, Louise 
Webster, Lucille Green, Cllr Joan Butterfield JP, Jack 
Butterfield, Simon Townsend (Secretary), Justin Bell. 
Enquiries about railway operations should be addressed 
to the Trust Secretary, 10 Cilnant, Mold CH7 1GG, Tel 
01352 759109. 
 

Friends of Rhyl Miniature Railway 
 
Our group has been formed to support the Rhyl Steam 
Preservation Trust in its aims to preserve and operate the 
railway.  
Membership costs £8.00 per annum and runs to 31st 
May each year, including newsletters due in April and 
September. 
President of the Friends is Rev Alan Cliff, whilst its 
Chairman is Simon Townsend  
For Subscriptions and Enquiries: Secretary of the Friends 
is Dave Bell, of 22 River Street, Rhyl LL18 1PT, Tel 
01745 339477. 
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Photographs in this issue by Justin Bell, Neville Knight 
(Belle Vue images), and Simon Townsend 

 


